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Introduction

The Adige and Po rivers occasionally intersected In the
Southern Venetian Plain during the last four millennia: the two
sedimentary systems do not have well-defined boundaries.
Regional reconstructions of  the late Holocene
paleohydrography, such as Castiglioni (1978), Peretto (1986)
and Marcolongo & Zaffanella (1987), mostly rely on remote
sensing data; the time of activity of the different river
branches and their connection to the Po or to the Adige
system were largely hypothetical and commonly based only on
the interpretation of landforms and their association with
surface archaeological remains.

A comprehensive framework of knowledge concerning the late
Holocene stratigraphic and paleogeographical setting of the
area has been developed by Piovan et al. (2010 and 2012),
based on high resolution stratigraphic data, radiocarbon dating
.. . ,, - ‘ L e and petrographical analysis. Specific investigations on the
B8 e o w i S 5y y X~ o L v 9 paleohydrographic evolution around Adria and relations with
e 5 5 - | -3 the geoarchaeological setting has been carried out by Corrd &
Mozzi (2017) and Mozzi et al. (submitted).

Digital Terrain Model of the Southern Venetian Plain (mod. from Piovan & Mozzi, 2013)

* Here we present a review of recent advances on the
paleohydrographic evolution of the area with a focus on the
Bronze and Iron ages.

Methods Results

Geomorphological sketch map of the Southern Venetian Plain (vozziet al., submitted)
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Palaeohydrography, alluvial ridges and deltas
The Fratta alluvial ridge was formed by the Po Palaeohydrography and palaeodeltas (piovan et al., 2012)
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* The Bronze Age Saline-Cona Po branch debouched in the Southern Venice
Lagoon, where the Brenta and Astico-Bacchiglione rivers also had their mouths.
This created a potential network of connected waterways that linked the Adriatic
Sea to both the Alpine area and the Central Po Plain.
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